Texas Freedom  
                                    President James K. Polk

 The origins of the Mexican-American War can largely be traced back to Texas winning its independence from Mexico in 1836. Following his defeat at the Battle of San Jacinto (4/21/1836), Mexican General Antonio López de Santa Anna was captured and forced to recognize the sovereignty of the Republic of Texas in exchange for his freedom. The Mexican government however, refused to honor Santa Anna’s agreement, stating that he was not authorized to make such a deal and that it still considered Texas a province in rebellion. Any thoughts the Mexican government had of recovering the territory quickly were eliminated when the new Republic of Texas received diplomatic recognition from the United States, Great Britain, and France.

Statehood

During the next nine years, many Texans openly favored annexation by the United States, however Washington rejected the issue. Many in the North were concerned about adding another “slave” state to the Union, while others were concerned about provoking a conflict with Mexico. In 1844, Democrat James K. Polk was elected to the presidency on a pro-annexation platform. Acting quickly, his predecessor, John Tyler, initiated statehood proceedings in Congress before Polk took office. Texas officially joined the Union on December 29, 1845. In response to this action, Mexico threatened war, but was persuaded against it by the British and French.

Tensions Rise

After rebuffing an American offer to purchase the California and New Mexico Territories, tensions between the US and Mexico rose further in 1846, over a border dispute. Since its independence, Texas claimed the Rio Grande as its southern border, while Mexico claimed the Nueces River farther to the north. As the situation worsened, both sides sent troops to the area.

Thornton Affair

On the evening of April 25, 1846, while leading 70 US Dragoons to investigate a hacienda in the disputed territory between the rivers, Captain Seth Thornton stumbled upon a force of 2,000 Mexican soldiers. A fierce firefight ensued and 16 of Thornton’s men were killed before the remainder was forced to surrender. On May 11, 1846, Polk, citing the Thornton Affair asked Congress to declare war on Mexico. After two days of debate Congress voted for war—not knowing that the conflict had already escalated.
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General Zachary Taylor

Opening Moves

To reinforce the American claim that the border was at the Rio Grande, the US commander in Texas, General Zachary Taylor, sent troops to the river to construct Fort Texas in March 1846. On May 3, Mexican artillery commenced a weeklong bombardment, killing two, including the fort’s commander, Major Jacob Brown. Hearing the sound of firing, Taylor began to move his 2,400-man army to the fort’s aid, but was intercepted on May 8, by a force of 3,400 Mexicans commanded by General Mariano Arista.

Battle of Palo Alto

When the Battle of Palo Alto opened, the Mexican line stretched nearly a mile long. With the enemy spread thin, Taylor opted to utilize his light artillery rather than make a bayonet charge. Employing a tactic known as “Flying Artillery,” developed by Major Samuel Ringgold, Taylor ordered the guns to advance in front of the army, fire, and then quickly and frequently change position. The Mexicans were unable to counter and suffered around 200 casualties before retiring from the field. Taylor’s army suffered only 5 killed and 43 wounded. Unfortunately, one of the wounded was the innovator Ringgold, who would die three days later.

Battle of Resaca de la Palma

Departing Palo Alto, Arista withdrew to a more defensible position along a dry riverbed at Resaca de la Palma. During the night he was reinforced bringing his total strength up to 4,000 men. On the morning of May 9, Taylor advanced with a force of 1,700 and began to assault Arista’s line. The fighting was heavy, but American forces prevailed when a group of dragoons was able to turn Arista’s flank forcing him to retreat. Two subsequent Mexican counterattacks were beaten off and Arista’s men fled the field leaving behind a substantial number of artillery pieces and supplies. American casualties numbered 120 killed and wounded, while the Mexicans numbered over 500.

Assault on Monterrey

During the summer of 1846, Taylor’s “Army of Occupation” was heavily reinforced with a mix of regular army and volunteer units, raising its numbers to over 6,000 men. Advancing south into Mexican territory, Taylor moved towards the fortress city of Monterrey. Facing him were 7,000 Mexican regulars and 3,000 militia commanded by General Pedro de Ampudia. Beginning on September 21, Taylor tried for two days to breach the city’s walls, however his light artillery lacked the power to create an opening. On the third day, several heavy Mexican guns were captured by forces under General William A. Worth. The guns were turned on the city, and after savage house to house fighting, Monterrey fell to American forces. Taylor trapped Ampudia in the plaza, where he offered the defeated general a two month ceasefire in exchange for the city.

Battle of Buena Vista
Despite the victory, President Polk was livid that Taylor had agreed to a ceasefire, stating that it was the army’s job to “kill the enemy” and not to make deals. In the wake of Monterrey, much of Taylor’s army was stripped away to be used in an invasion of central Mexico. Taylor was overlooked for this new command due to his behavior at Monterrey and his Whig political leanings (he would be elected President in 1848). Left with 4,500 men, Taylor ignored orders to stay at Monterrey and in early 1847, advanced south and captured Saltillo. Upon hearing that General Santa Anna was marching north with 20,000 men, Taylor shifted his position to a mountain pass at Buena Vista. Digging in, Taylor’s army beat off Santa Anna’s repeated attacks on February 23, with Jefferson Davis and Braxton Bragg distinguishing themselves in the fighting. After suffering losses of close to 4,000, Santa Anna withdrew, essentially ending the fighting in northern Mexico.
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General Stephen W. Kearny

Kearny Marches West

Following the declaration of war in May 1846, General Stephen W. Kearny was given orders to take a force of 1,700 men, known as the “Army of the West,” to invade western Mexico and California. Departing from Fort Leavenworth, Kansas in June, they swiftly captured Santa Fe two months later. Here Kearny divided his forces, establishing a garrison at Santa Fe, sending Colonel Alexander Doniphan south with a regiment of mounted volunteers, and proceeding west himself with 300 men. Moving through El Paso, Doniphan’s men fought successful battles at El Brazito and Sacramento, before capturing Chihuahua.

Stockton & Fremont on the Move

While Kearny was marching west, fighting had already begun in California. Learning of the war, American settlers hoisted the “Bear Flag” of the California Republic over Sonoma on June 15, 1846. They were joined on June 23, by Captain John C. Frémont and 60 men of the US Army who had been en route to Oregon. On July 7, the US Navy, under Commodore John Sloat occupied Yerba Buena (San Francisco). Shortly thereafter, Sloat, citing ill health, turned over his command to Commodore Robert Stockton. Putting Frémont and the “California Battalion” under his orders, the Stockton proceeded to work his way down the coast capturing Monterey, Los Angeles, and San Diego.

California Secured

Not long after Stockton and Frémont’s departure, the people of Los Angeles overwhelmed the small US garrison and retook the town. In December, Kearny’s column, down to 139 men, and exhausted by their trek across the desert was defeated at San Pasqual near San Diego. Rescued by Stockton’s forces, Kearny and his naval counterpart began planning to retake Los Angeles. After suffering defeats at San Gabriel and La Mesa, the Californios/Mexicans surrendered to American forces and signed the Treaty of Cahuenga on January 13, 1847, which concluded military action in California.
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Battle of Cerro Gordo, 1847

Siege of Veracruz

Rather than have Taylor press further south, Polk called for an invasion of central Mexico designed to capture the capital at Mexico City. To command this campaign, Polk selected General Winfield Scott and assigned him 12,000 troops. Scott sailed south and decided to land his forces at Collado Beach near the port of Veracruz. Sending his troops ashore in the US Army’s first major amphibious landing, Scott quickly laid siege to the city. Veracruz held out for twenty days before finally surrendering. In the wake of its fall, Scott left a small garrison and quickly began marching inland with 8,500 men to escape the diseases of the coast.

Rout at Cerro Gordo

On April 18, Scott encountered the 12,000-man army of General Santa Anna at the fortified heights of Cerro Gordo. Though outnumbered, Scott attacked the heights after one of his engineers, Robert E. Lee, located a mountain trail that allowed the army to flank Santa Anna’s position. Surprising the Mexicans, the Americans put them to rout inflicting 4,000 casualties, as well as killing one general and capturing five.

Contreras & Churubusco

As Scott was achieving his victory, Commodore Matthew C. Perry and the US Navy were successfully attacking Tuxpan on the coast. Perry’s forces would later attack Tabasco in June 1847. Continuing their march inland, Scott’s army occupied Puebla in May before pushing on toward the capital. Reaching the outskirts of Mexico City, the Americans assaulted the town of Contreras on August 20, 1847, routing forces under General Gabriel Valencia. Later that day, Scott attacked the Mexican lines at Churubusco. Fighting from behind convent walls, the Mexicans beat off repeated American assaults until their ammunition began to run out and their line was broken.

Molino del Rey

Now only five miles from Mexico City, Scott advanced to the edge of the city. On September 8, 1847, believing there to be a cannon foundry in the Molino del Rey (King’s Mills), Scott ordered General William Worth to attack and destroy any munitions that were found. After hours of heavy fighting, US forces captured the mills and destroyed the foundry equipment. The battle was one of the bloodiest of conflict with the Americans suffering 780 killed and wounded and the Mexicans 2,200.

Battle of Chapultepec

Scott now sought to take the city, however to do so would require storming Chapultepec Castle. Perched on top of a 200 foot hill, the castle dominated the western defenses of the city. On September 12, American artillery commenced firing on the castle, ceasing only when sun set. The next morning, two columns moved out, each led by a 250-man storming party, one of which included a contingent of US Marines. After a delay waiting for ladders, the American troops swarmed over the walls of Chapultepec, driving back the Mexican defenders. The first to reach the top of the wall was George Pickett, later to achieve fame in the Civil War.

Fall of Mexico City

As US troops poured into the castle, the Mexicans fled back the gates of the city. Pursued by Scott’s men, their resistance stiffened around the Belén and San Cosmé Gates. Led by the Mounted Rifles from General John Quitman’s division, American troops breached the Belén Gate around 1:20. The fighting around San Cosmé lasted until 6:00, when, with the aid of a howitzer commanded by Lt. Ulysses S. Grant, the gate was taken. After a long day of fighting, Scott had accomplished his mission. In doing so, he had won six battles, usually against larger forces, while operating exclusively in hostile country. Scott’s success was such that his campaign is still studied by military planners today.
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Lt. Ulysses S. Grant, Mexican-American War

Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo Background:

With the Mexican-American War raging in early 1847, President James K. Polk was convinced by Secretary of State James Buchanan to dispatch a representative to Mexico to aid in bringing the conflict to an end. Selecting Chief Clerk of the State Department Nicholas Trist, Polk sent him south to join General Winfield Scott's army near Veracruz. Though Scott initially resented Trist's presence, the two men quickly reconciled and became close friends. As the war had been going favorably, Trist was instructed to negotiate for the acquisition of California and New Mexico to the 32nd Parallel as well as Baja California.

Trist Goes It Alone:

As Scott's army moved inland towards Mexico City, Trist's early efforts failed to secure an acceptable peace treaty. In August, Trist succeeded in negotiating a cease fire, but subsequent discussions were unproductive and the armistice expired on September 7. Convinced that progress could only be made if Mexico were a conquered enemy, he watched as Scott concluded a brilliant campaign with the capture of the Mexican capital. Forced to surrender following the fall of Mexico City, the Mexicans appointed Luis G. Cuevas, Bernardo Couto, and Miguel Atristain to meet with Trist to negotiate the peace treaty.

Unhappy with Trist's performance and inability to conclude the treaty earlier, Polk recalled him in October. In the six weeks it took for Polk's recall message to arrive, Trist learned of the appointment of the Mexican commissioners and opened talks. Believing that Polk did not understand the situation in Mexico, Trist ignored his recall and penned a sixty-five page letter to the president explaining his reasons for remaining. Pressing on with negotiations, Trist successfully concluded the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and it was signed February 2, 1848, in the Basilica of Guadalupe at Villa Hidalgo.

Terms of the Treaty:

Receiving the treaty from Trist, Polk was pleased with its terms and grudgingly passed it to the Senate for ratification. For his insubordination, Trist was terminated and his expenses in Mexico were not reimbursed. Trist did not receive restitution until 1871. The treaty called for Mexico to cede the land comprising the present-day states of California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah, and parts of New Mexico, Colorado, and Wyoming in exchange for a payment of $15 million. In addition, Mexico was to relinquish all claims to Texas and recognize the Rio Grande as the border.

Other articles of the treaty called for the protection of Mexican citizens' property and civil rights within the newly acquired territories, agreement on the part of the United States to pay American citizens debts owed to them by the Mexican government, and the compulsory arbitration of future disputes between the two nations. Those Mexican citizens living within the ceded lands were to become American citizens after one year. Arriving in the Senate, the treaty was heavily debated as some senators wished to take additional territory and others sought to insert the Wilmot Proviso to prevent the spread of slavery.

Ratification:

While the insertion of the Wilmot Proviso was defeated 38-15 along sectional lines, some modifications were made including a change to the citizenship transition. Mexican nationals in the ceded lands were to become American citizens at time judged by Congress rather than in one year. The altered treaty was ratified by the US Senate on March 10 and by the Mexican government on May 19. With the ratification of the treaty, American troops departed Mexico.

Besides ending the war, the treaty dramatically increased the size of the United States and effectively established the principle borders of the nation. Additional land would be acquired from Mexico in 1854 through the Gadsden Purchase which completed the states of Arizona and New Mexico. The acquisition of these western lands gave new fuel to the slavery debate as Southerners advocated for allowing the spread of the "peculiar institution" while those in the North wished to block its growth. As a result, the territory gained during the conflict helped contribute to the outbreak of the Civil War.

The war officially ended on February 2, 1848, with the signing of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. Negotiated by Nicholas Trist, the treaty ceded to the United States the land that now comprises the states of California, Utah, and Nevada, as well as parts of Arizona, New Mexico, Wyoming, and Colorado. In exchange for this land, the United States paid Mexico $15,000,000. Mexico also forfeited all rights to Texas and the border was permanently established at the Rio Grande. The American victory confirmed most citizens’ belief in Manifest Destiny and the nation’s expansion westward.

Casualties

Like most wars in the 19th century, more soldiers died from disease than from wounds received in battle. In the course of the war, 1,773 Americans were killed in action as opposed to 13,271 dead from sickness. A total of 4,152 were wounded in the conflict. Mexican casualty reports are incomplete, but it estimated that approximately 25,000 were killed or wounded between 1846-1848.

Legacy of the War

The Mexican War in many ways may be directly connected to the Civil War. Arguments over the expansion of slavery into the newly acquired lands further heightened sectional tensions and forced new states to be added through compromise. In addition, the battlefields of Mexico served as a practical learning ground for those officers who would play prominent roles in the upcoming conflict. Leaders such as Robert E. Lee, Ulysses S. Grant, Braxton Bragg, Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson, George McClellan, Ambrose Burnside, George G. Meade, and James Longstreet all saw service with either Taylor or Scott’s armies. The experiences these leaders gained in Mexico helped to shape their decisions in 

President James K. Polk, among his campaign promises, vowed to bring Oregon and California under American control. Given a mandate by a slim margin of the electorate, Polk eventually accomplished this feat. But by no means does this mean that Polk bears the heaviest burden of responsibility in causing the war with Mexico due to his extreme expansionist views. In reality, the unrelenting movement of Americans into western North America and the concept of a Manifest Destiny are responsible for the Mexican-American War. 

Upon first examination, it appears that President Polk, with his aggressive promises and desire to gain California at all costs, caused the war. However, if one looks back one term to the previous President, one can see the foretelling of the Mexican-American War. Realizing his unpopularity with both major political parties, President Tyler saw the annexation of Texas as a ticket to a second term. If he could make the American people identify the name Tyler with American expansion, maybe he could overcome the disdain of both the Democrats and the Whigs (Combs 88). Unfortunately for Tyler, Polk won the election. Wanting to finish what he started, and perhaps to make a name for himself among America's Presidents, Tyler made use of joint resolution of Congress for the annexation rather than a treaty, which would have required a two-thirds majority that Tyler did not have (Combs 89). Finally, on the last day of his term, Tyler sent messengers to Texas for the purpose of immediate annexation. Mexico was not pleased. 

Now, the outcome of the above events could have been easily avoided by the new President. If he would recall the messengers and agree to negotiate a new treaty, Mexico would be placated (Combs 89). Polk did no such thing and Mexico declared that the annexation was an act of war. Premonitions of the Mexican-American War can actually be found in the lame duck days of President Tyler's administration. 

The actions of the President of the United States have a profound impact on America's foreign relations. However, in some instances, the actions of the people have an even more profound impact. This was certainly the case with the Mexican-War. The settling of Texas and other western areas played a major role in the war that would be fought between America and Mexico. But why would these settlers knowingly move west of America's present boundaries, and even into foreign territory? The answer is simple: economics. By moving ahead of "official" settlement in the U.S. proper, these Americans were hoping to "get in on the beginning of the price rise" (Lavender 127). In other words, these people wanted to sell the land at high prices when it became part of the United States. There were also plentiful trade opportunities as well as a distressing power vacuum out west. What made these settlers and traders think the land would one day be part of the America? History up to that time showed how America had constantly expanded westward across the continent. America showed no signs of stopping anytime soon. The idealistic concept of Manifest Destiny also convinced people to move West. For them, certain parts of North America were simply "destined" to become part of the United States; the French, English, Spanish, Mexicans, Russians and the Indians be damned (Newhouse 142). 

The forward thinking settlers simply presumed that America would eventually assume their new lands. Then they could sell the land at higher prices to farmers, plantation owners, or whomever when the land finally was part of the United States. In effect, these settlers were waiting for America to "catch up" to them (Lavender 127). 

What is role of President Polk and Tyler in all of this? Surely, their actions played a large role in the Mexican-American War. This fact cannot be denied. But what was the motivation for these actions? Why did Tyler want Texas so badly? Obviously, he wanted to be the President for four more years. But it goes deeper than that. The question of Texan annexation would not have come up if there had not already been Americans settling and causing problems (from the Mexican perspective) in Texas. These settlers were in Texas due to the reasons mentioned earlier: economics and the arrogant Manifest Destiny. Why did Polk promise California and Oregon to the voters? He did this because Americans were already there and because of the massive economic potential in these areas. 

The westward movement of Americans and Manifest Destiny have been established as the overall causes for the Mexican-War. However, it is important to examine, and perhaps refute, some other possible causes of the war. 

During and after the war, many in the United States placed the majority of the blame for the Mexican-American War squarely on the shoulders of Mexico. There may be a grain of truth in this ultra-patriotic view (Combs 99). President Polk sent troops under General Zachary Taylor to the region between the Rio Grande and Nueces Rivers. Texas believed that its southern boundary was represented by the Rio Grande River. The Mexicans, however, did not acknowledge this boundary and instead believed that it was the Nueces River. So, the Americans believed they were on Texan (soon to be American) soil, while the Mexicans believed that the Americans were on Mexican soil (Lavender 130). When Mexican forces attacked the Americans in this region, Polk believed that Mexico "invaded our territory, and shed American blood upon the American soil" (Richardson 442). With this information in hand, Polk proceeded to ask the Congress for a declaration of war, which he received easily. However, according to Polk's diary and other sources, he planned to ask Congress for a declaration before word of the Mexican "attack" ever reached Washington (Quaife 386). Refuting this "Mexico's Fault" theory even more is the fact that the government of Mexico at this time was in a period of chaos (Garraty and Gay 811). Still, the attack proved an effective scapegoat for not only Polk, but many other pro-war politicians. 

The Mexicans can not be totally blamed for this war. The attack that many patriots were so fond of using as justification for the war was simply an attempt by Mexico to defend land that it believed belonged to Mexico. Of course, Mexico could have responded in a more peaceful manner to the idea of Texas annexation. And Mexico could have responded better to American desires to purchase California and other areas of the Southwest (Lavender 130). If only it could be as easy as the Louisiana Purchase had been, Polk must have thought. 

Another suspected cause of the war is the desire of the southern states to gain more slave states, thereby increasing their political power. Those in the free states to the north tended to hold this view of the war. Many of the Americans that had moved into Texas ignored the slavery restriction. Northerners feared that Texas would join the Union as a slave state, since there were obviously already slaves in Texas. It was this very fear that Calhoun had used to ensure that President Tyler's annexation treaty with Texas would not get the two-thirds majority needed in the Senate for approval (Combs 88). But if the southern states wanted Texas so badly, they had a strange way of expressing it. When the call went out for volunteers to join the military in the fight against Mexico, most came from the western states and even the territories (Lavender 130). If the south was so interested in gaining Texas as a slave state, one would think that they would have sent more troops than they did (Newhouse 142). 

Many probable causes of the Mexican-American War have been posed throughout our nation's history. These range from the obvious (Mexico) to the subtle (southern "slave power"). The two causes that make the most sense, however, are the constant westward movement of Americans and the concept of Manifest Destiny. 

The U.S.-Mexican War—(1846-1848): 
The Mexican-American War was the first major conflict driven by the idea of "Manifest Destiny"; the belief that America had a God-given right, or destiny, to expand the country's borders from 'sea to shining sea'. This belief would eventually cause a great deal of suffering for many Mexicans, Native Americans and United States citizens. Following the earlier Texas War of Independence from Mexico, tensions between the two largest independent nations on the North American continent grew as Texas eventually became a U.S. state. Disputes over the border lines sparked military confrontation, helped by the fact that President Polk eagerly sought a war in order to seize large tracts of land from Mexico.
CAUSES OF CONFLICT:
The war between the United States and Mexico had two basic causes. First, the desire of the U.S. to expand across the North American continent to the Pacific Ocean caused conflict with all of its neighbors; from the British in Canada and Oregon to the Mexicans in the southwest and, of course, with the Native Americans. Ever since President Jefferson's acquisition of the Louisiana Territory in 1803, Americans migrated westward in ever increasing numbers, often into lands not belonging to the United States. By the time President Polk came to office in 1845, an idea called "Manifest Destiny" had taken root among the American people, and the new occupant of the White House was a firm believer in the idea of expansion. The belief that the U.S. basically had a God-given right to occupy and "civilize" the whole continent gained favor as more and more Americans settled the western lands. The fact that most of those areas already had people living upon them was usually ignored, with the attitude that democratic English-speaking America, with its high ideals and Protestant Christian ethics, would do a better job of running things than the Native Americans or Spanish-speaking Catholic Mexicans. Manifest Destiny did not necessarily call for violent expansion. In both 1835 and 1845, the United States offered to purchase California from Mexico, for $5 million and $25 million, respectively. The Mexican government refused the opportunity to sell half of its country to Mexico's most dangerous neighbor. 

 

The second basic cause of the war was the Texas War of Independence and the subsequent annexation of that area to the United States. Not all American westward migration was unwelcome. In the 1820's and 1830's, Mexico, newly independent from Spain, needed settlers in the underpopulated northern parts of the country. An invitation was issued for people who would take an oath of allegiance to Mexico and convert to Catholicism, the state religion. Thousands of Americans took up the offer and moved, often with slaves, to the Mexican province of Texas. Soon however, many of the new "Texicans" or "Texians" were unhappy with the way the government in Mexico City tried to run the province. In 1835, Texas revolted, and after several bloody battles, the Mexican President, Santa Anna, was forced to sign the Treaty of Velasco in 1836 . This treaty gave Texas its independence, but many Mexicans refused to accept the legality of this document, as Santa Anna was a prisoner of the Texans at the time. The Republic of Texas and Mexico continued to engage in border fights and many people in the United States openly sympathized with the U.S.-born Texans in this conflict. As a result of the savage frontier fighting, the American public developed a very negative stereotype against the Mexican people and government. Partly due to the continued hostilities with Mexico, Texas decided to join with the United States, and on July 4, 1845, the annexation gained approval from the U.S. Congress.

 

Mexico of course did not like the idea of its breakaway province becoming an American state, and the undefined and contested border now became a major international issue. Texas, and now the United States, claimed the border at the Rio Grande River. Mexico claimed territory as far north as the Nueces River. Both nations sent troops to enforce the competing claims, and a tense standoff ensued. On April 25, 1846, a clash occurred between Mexican and American troops on soil claimed by both countries. The war had begun.

 DESCRIPTION OF CONFLICT:
The Mexican-American War was largely a conventional conflict fought by traditional armies consisting of infantry, cavalry and artillery using established European-style tactics. As American forces penetrated into the Mexican heartland, some of the defending forces resorted to guerrilla tactics to harass the invaders, but these irregular forces did not greatly influence the outcome of the war. 

After the beginning of hostilities, the U.S. military embarked on a three-pronged strategy designed to seize control of northern Mexico and force an early peace. Two American armies moved south from Texas, while a third force under Colonel Stephen Kearny traveled west to Sante Fe, New Mexico and then to California. In a series of battles at Palo Alto and Resaca de Palma (near current-day Brownsville, Texas), the army of General Zachary Taylor defeated the Mexican forces and began to move south after inflicting over a thousand casualties. In July and August of 1846, the United States Navy seized Monterey and Los Angeles in California. In September, 1846, Taylor's army fought General Ampudia's forces for control of the northern Mexican city of Monterey in a bloody three-day battle. Following the capture of the city by the Americans, a temporary truce ensued which enabled both armies to recover from the exhausting Battle of Monterey. During this time, former President Santa Anna returned to Mexico from exile and raised and trained a new army of over 20,000 men to oppose the invaders. Despite the losses of huge tracts of land, and defeat in several major battles, the Mexican government refused to make peace. It became apparent to the Polk Administration that only a complete battlefield victory would end the war. Continued fighting in the dry deserts of northern Mexico convinced the United States that an overland expedition to capture of the enemy capital, Mexico City, would be hazardous and difficult. To this end, General Winfield Scott proposed what would become the largest amphibious landing in history, (at that time), and a campaign to seize the capital of Mexico. 

On March 9, 1847, General Scott landed with an army of 12,000 men on the beaches near Veracruz, Mexico's most important eastern port city. From this point, from March to August, Scott and Santa Anna fought a series of bloody, hard-fought battles from the coast inland toward Mexico City. The more important battles of this campaign include the Battles of : Cerro Gordo (April 18), Contreras (August 20), Churubusco (August 20), Molino del Rey (September 8) and Chapultepec (September 13). Finally, on September 14, the American army entered Mexico City. The city's populace offered some resistance to the occupiers, but by mid-October, the disturbances had been quelled and the U.S. Army enjoyed full control. Following the city's occupation, Santa Anna resigned the presidency but retained command of his army. He attempted to continue military operations against the Americans, but his troops, beaten and disheartened, refused to fight. His government soon asked for his military resignation. Guerrilla operations continued against Scott's lines of supply back to Veracruz, but this resistance proved ineffective.

On February 2, 1848, The Treaty of Guadeloupe Hidalgo was signed, later to be ratified by both the U.S. and Mexican Congresses. The treaty called for the annexation of the northern portions of Mexico to the United States. In return, the U.S. agreed to pay $15 million to Mexico as compensation for the seized territory. The bravery of the individual Mexican soldier goes a long way in explaining the difficulty the U.S. had in prosecuting the war. Mexican military leadership was often lacking, at least when compared to the American leadership. And in many of the battles, the superior cannon of the U.S. artillery divisions and the innovative tactics of their officers turned the tide against the Mexicans. The war cost the United States over $100 million, and ended the lives of 13,780 U.S. military personnel. America had defeated its weaker and somewhat disorganized southern neighbor, but not without paying a terrible price. 







