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     I am very excited to have your student in my Social Studies class for the school year 2009 – 2010.  This year at Mead Middle School, we are implementing many new and awesome strategies to help your student get a better education.  Please note at the bottom of this newsletter are various ways that you may communicate with me concerning your student.  In addition, I welcome you to come and enjoy the class with your student at anytime.  We have a special “Red Chair” reserved for you.

[image: image1.png]


        

     We will begin our year with Unit 1, Different Worlds Meet, Beginnings to 1625 learning about some of the first Americans in Chapter 1.  These first Americans will include the Asian hunter of 28,000 B.C., Olmec’s around 1,200 B.C., Maya’s around A.D. 700, Aztec’s around A.D. 1325, and Inca’s around A.D. 1400s.  Then we will progress to Chapter 2, Exploring the Americas.



     The focus for the remainder of the year will be on the following:

UNIT 2: Colonial Settlement 1587-1770

   Ch 3: Colonial America and Ch 4: The Colonies Grow

UNIT 3:  Creating a Nation 1763-1791

   Ch 5: Road to Independence, Ch 6: The American    

   Revolution, and Ch 7: A More Perfect Union 

UNIT 4: The New Republic 1789-1825

   Ch 8: A New Nation, Ch 9: The Jefferson Era, and 

   Ch 10: Growth and Expansion

UNIT 5: The Growing Nation 1820-1860

   Ch 11: The Jackson Era, Ch 12: Manifest Destiny,

   Ch 13: North and South, and Ch 14: The Age of Reform

UNIT 6: Civil War and Reconstruction 1846-1896

  Ch 15: Road to Civil War, Ch 16: The Civil War, and

  Ch 17: Reconstruction

UNIT 7: Reshaping the Nation 1858-1914

   Ch 18: The Western Frontier, Ch 19: The Growth of 

   Industry, and Ch 20: Toward an Urban America

UNIT 8: Reform and Expansion 1865-1920

   Ch 21: Progressive Reforms and Ch 22: Overseas 

   Expansion
    As we study each unit we will examine, compare, and contrast many critical concepts.  Some of the areas will include, but are not limited to, colonization, society, culture, government, economics, commonality, and diversity.  



    Your student will have the opportunity to participate in the “Reading Café” as pictured below:
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As we study the different chapters, the reading material will change with each subject being studied and will help enrich your student’s learning experience.



LEARN FROM THE PAST and PLAN FOR THE FUTURE!



